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The Authoritarian Regime Survival
Guide
The text below, dubbed the “Authoritarian Regime Survival Guide”, was published in

social media in January 2017 in a series of improvised, spontaneous tweets, which

reached 3 million views within one month. Their common element was their

trademark signature, “- With love, your Eastern European friends”, and the accompanying

hashtag #LearnFromEurope.

The Guide went viral in the US and many other countries, being translated into several

languages, from Turkish to Filipino. It was printed on placards during anti-Trump

protests, studied at two American universities, quoted by CNBC’s Joy Reid on national

TV and recommended by former US Secretary of Labor Robert Reich.

Excerpts and summaries were published by various on-line media, but this is the �rst

time it is published as a whole.

—

YEAR 1 Under Authoritarianism
What to Expect?

1. They will come to power with a campaign based on fear, scaremongering and

distorting the truth. Nevertheless, their victory will be achieved through a democratic

electoral process. But beware, as this will be their argument every time you question

the legitimacy of their actions. They will claim a mandate from the People to change

the system.

Remember – gaining power through a democratic system does not give them
permission to cross legal boundaries and undermine said democracy.

2. They will divide and rule. Their strength lies in unity, in one voice and one ideology,

and so should yours. They will call their supporters Patriots, the only “true Americans”.

You will be labelled as traitors, enemies of the state, unpatriotic, the corrupt elite, the

old regime trying to regain power. Their supporters will be the “People”, the “sovereign”

who chose their leaders.

Don’t let them divide you – remember you’re one People, one Nation, with one
common good.

3. They will subjugate state media, turning them into a propaganda tube. Then, through

convoluted laws and threats they will attempt to control all mainstream media and

limit press freedom. They will ban critical press from their brie�ngs, calling them “liars”,

“fake news”. They will brand those media as “unpatriotic”, acting against the People (see

point 2).

Fight for every media outlet, every journalist that is being banned, censored, sacked or
labelled an “enemy of the state” – there’s no hope for freedom where there is no free
press.

4. They will create chaos, maintain a constant sense of con�ict and danger. It will be

their argument to enact new authoritarian laws, each one further limiting your

freedoms and civil liberties. They will disguise them as being for your protection, for

the good of the People.

See through the chaos, the fake danger, expose it before you wake up in a totalitarian,
fascist state.

5. They will distort the truth, deny facts and blatantly lie. They will try to make you

forget what facts are, sedate your need to �nd the truth. They will feed “post-truths”

and “alternative facts”, replace knowledge and logic with emotions and �ction.

Always think critically, fact-check and point out the truth, expose ignorance with facts.

6. They will incite and then leak fake, super�cial “scandals”. They will smear opposition

with trivial accusations, blowing them out of proportion and then feeding the �ame.

This is just smokescreen for the legal steps they will be taking towards totalitarianism.

See through super�cial topics in mainstream media (see point 3) and focus on what
they are actually doing.

7. They will propose shocking laws to provoke your outrage. You will focus your efforts

on �ghting them, so they will seemingly back off, giving you a false sense of victory. In

the meantime they will push through less “�ashy” legislation, slowly dismantling

democracy (see points 4 and 6)

Focus your �ght on what really matters.

8. When invading your liberal sensibilities they will focus on what hurts the most –

women and minorities. They will act as if democracy was majority rule without respect

for the minority. They will paint foreigners and immigrants as potential threats. Racial,

religious, sexual and other minorities will become enemies to the order and security

they are supposedly providing. They will challenge women’s social status, undermine

gender equality and interfere with reproductive rights (see point 7). But it means they

are aware of the threat women and minorities pose to their rule, so make it your

strength.

Women and minorities have to be ready to �ght the hardest – reminding the majority
what true democracy is about – and you must �ght together with them.

9. They will try to take control of the judiciary. They will assault your highest court.

They need to remove the checks and balances to be able to push through

unconstitutional legislation. Controlling the judiciary they can also threat anyone that

de�es them with prosecution, including the press (see point 3).

Preserve the independence of your courts at all cost, they are your safety valve, the
safeguard of the rule of law and the democratic system.

10. They will try to limit freedom of assembly, calling it a necessity for your security.

They will enact laws prioritizing state events and rallies, or those of a certain type or

ideology. If they can choose who can demonstrate legally, they have a legal basis to

forcefully disperse or prosecute the rest.

Oppose any legislation attempting to interfere with freedom of assembly, for whatever
reason.

11. They will distort the language, coin new terms and labels, repeat shocking phrases

until you accept them as normal and subconsciously associate them with whom they

like. A “thief”, “liar” or “traitor” will automatically mean the opposition, while a “patriot”

or a “true American” will mean their follower (see point 2). Their slogans will have

double meaning, giving strength to their supporters and instilling angst in their

opponents.

Fight changes in language in the public sphere, remind and preserve the true meaning
of words.

12. They will take over your national symbols, associate them with their regime,

remake them into attributes of their power. They want you to forget that your �ag, your

anthem and your symbols belong to you, the People, to everyone equally. Don’t let

them be hijacked. Use and expose them in your �ght as much as they do.

Show your national symbols with pride, let them give you strength, not associate you
with the tyranny they brought onto your country.

13. They will try to rewrite history to suit their needs and use the education system to

support their agenda. They will smear any historical or living �gure who wouldn’t

approve of their actions, or distort their image to make you think they would. They will

place emphasis on historical education in schools, feeding young minds with the “only

correct” version of history and philosophy. They will raise a new generation of voters on

their ideology, backing it with a distorted interpretation of history and view of the

world.

Guard the education of your children, teach them critical thinking, ensure their open-
mindedness and protect your real history and heritage.

14. They will alienate foreign allies and partners, convincing you don’t need them. They

won’t care for the rest of the world, with their focus on “making your country great

again”. While ruining your economy to ful�l their populist promises, they will omit the

fact that you’re part of a bigger world whose development depends on cooperation, on

sharing and on trade.

Don’t let them build walls promising you security instead of bridges giving you
prosperity.

15. They will eventually manipulate the electoral system. They might say it’s to correct

�aws, to make it more fair, more similar to the rest of the world, or just to make it

better. Don’t believe it. They wouldn’t be messing with it at all if it wasn’t to bene�t

them in some way.

Oppose any changes to electoral law that an authoritarian regime wants to enact – rest

assured it’s only to help them remain in power longer.

And above all, be strong, �ght, endure, and remember you’re on the good side of history.

EVERY authoritarian, totalitarian and fascist regime in history eventually failed, thanks to

the PEOPLE.

– With love, your Eastern European friends

—

Authoritarian Checklist
□ Win elections on fear & populist promises

□ Reclaim power for the People from the “elites”

□ Purge highest positions in key government institutions

□ Place cronies in positions of highest power regardless of their competence

□ Brush off any critical press as “fake”, “corrupt”, “acting against the People”

□ Bluntly lie to the People

□ Ban press from parliament/congress/White House or selectively limit their access

□ Limit press freedom & quietly take control of mainstream media

□ Label opposition & protesters as “traitors”, “elites trying to reclaim power”

□ Limit freedom of assembly

□ Fix highest court to be able to bypass Constitution “for the good of the people”

□ Limit minority & women’s rights

□ Ruin the economy to ful�l your populist promises in the short term

□ Alienate international partners and allies, “making your country great again”

□ Quietly �x electoral law under the disguise of making it better

□ Start over, until there’s nothing left…

– With love, your Eastern European friends.

—

6 RULES for Survival under an
Authoritarian Regime
Rule 1

Don’t stay indifferent. It WILL concern you eventually. It will concern your family, your

friends. Voice your objection IMMEDIATELY. Show them you care. RESIST.

Rule 2

They thrive on FEAR & IGNORANCE. Expose their scaremongering, show �aws in their

arguments. Raise awareness, EDUCATE people around you. They will try to distort

FACTS, rewrite history. DON’T LET THEM.

Rule 3

Organize protest movements, mobilize civil society. They’re well organized, so should

you be. FLOOD THE STREETS. They WILL back off when they see your numbers. They

depend on you – the PEOPLE.

Rule 4

Don’t let them DIVIDE you into different classes of citizens, “true Americans”, “patriots”

vs “traitors”, “enemies of the state”. You’re ALL citizens, ONE nation, despite different

beliefs and ideology. Make your diversity your STRENGTH. Stay TOGETHER for a

common goal – survival of your country, of freedom and democracy.

Rule 5

Don’t give up, don’t get tired, and don’t try to wait it out. Don’t hope it will pass. It

WON’T. They will manipulate the people, control the media to sway public opinion, �x

the electoral system and STAY FOR GOOD.

Rule 6

If you don’t get them to back off or to step down, you better make goddamn SURE that

when the next elections come, assuming there’s still any democracy left, NO ONE will

vote for the same bastard(s) again!

– With love, your Eastern European friends

—

7 RULES on Approaching Authoritarian
Supporters
What if your neighbour, friend or family member
supports the authoritarian regime?

Rule 1

Don’t look down on them, don’t patronize them, even if you know what they’re saying

has no factual basis or you �nd it offensive. Don’t preach, ask questions. Try to

understand them, where they are coming from, what their problems are and why they

see solutions to them in the regime. Treat them as people, as equals. They believe what

they’re saying is true and they might have valid reasons for their support.

Rule 2

Don’t get emotional, don’t get provoked into heated arguments. Fight the other side’s

emotions with your calm, logical approach. The angrier they get, the calmer you should

be. They’ll calm down eventually.

Rule 3

Focus on what you have in common. Do you live in the same neighborhood? Do you

work in the same company or sector? The smaller the community, the easier it is. Give

examples, like “we all need to get this done for all of us, if we don’t cooperate neither

of us will have it”.

Rule 4

Use their language, don’t treat it as inferior or below you – don’t seem patronizing (see

rule 1). If they curse, curse with them. If they approach you with humor, don’t get angry

or uptight about it, reply with humor. Show them you’re actually not that different (see

rule 3). As long as you communicate on two different planes, you will never meet.

Rule 5

Don’t block their news sources, don’t turn away from their leaders and authority

�gures. Treat them as an insight to their worldview and tactics. Use them to your

advantage, to better prepare for their arguments. Whenever you don’t agree with

something or detect a lie, voice it calmly, expose it with factual arguments.

Rule 6

Pinpoint the practical, negative effects of their side’s actions, ones that affect them

directly. Find examples of how they, their families, children or friends will be personally

impacted by their policies, or how it will affect your shared community.

Rule 7

If all else fails, don’t turn away, don’t abandon your friends and family, don’t shun your

neighbors. Remember, an authoritarian wants to divide you to control you. So invite

them over to your BBQ, crack open a beer, and who knows, maybe they’ll realize you’re

not so different after all.

– With love, your Eastern European friends.

A previous version of this article contained a slightly different phrasing in point 8.
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Comment

Reader, Wed 4 Apr 2018 at 12:37

Just one thought, not meant to question the validity of the text on a whole:

Women are not a minority. In fact, men are.

Reply

Implied, Fri 1 Nov 2024 at 15:06

It’s not a minority of population, it’s a minority of power. The majority of the positions

of power in our country are held by men. This is what the author means by calling

women a minority.

Reply

Melanie, Fri 8 Nov 2024 at 13:57

Reading this in 2024 as well.

Reply

MM, Wed 13 Nov 2024 at 16:43

It’s eerie to read now… everything they said is happening

Reply

Jayde, Mon 27 Jan 2025 at 04:05

I was thinking that too. I want to protest or �nd groups to belong

to. How do I do that?

Cpoynter, Mon 18 Nov 2024 at 00:49

Excellent point! 52-54 % at least in any human population usually for evolutionary

reasons.

Reply

Michael, Thu 16 May 2019 at 05:19

But how do you survive once they are in control? It’s happening at slow, but steady pace in

the US and we don’t learn or change course until the worst possible scenario happens..

Everything we said would protect us, hasn’t; everything we said would hold, is breaking; and

everything we said wouldn’t happen, is slowly happening.

What do we do? What do people who cannot be silenced until they are silenced, do? What

happens when they take over and we’re completely under their control?

Reply

Carol, Tue 2 Jul 2024 at 16:06

It has all come true…we teeter on the edge. It’s now up to Nov elections…if they are

have not been tampered with across the country.

Reply

janet reed, Fri 26 Jul 2024 at 07:12

Nov is not going to save us, even if the repubs allow a Dem congress or pres to

be seated — which I dont think they will allow. Biden has all the power in the

world right now, and he refuses to do ANYthing — and Harris is pledging the

same. They are both saying they wont lift a �nger; in fact they havent lifted a

�nger. They tell us to go elect 60 Senators and then they’ll do something. We

are in dire trouble, and what we need is as you say, advice on how to live under

authortiarianism.

Reply

deidra, Wed 6 Nov 2024 at 20:06

It has happened. They have “won” in a supposedly fair election. Project

2025, the authoritarian handbook will be enacted on day one allegedly.

Already they’ve corrupted the courts and oppressed women through

denial of basic health care. We are quite far along this terrible path now.

Reply

Twilla Stacy, Sat 9 Nov 2024 at 03:44

So here we are. We have 2 months to prepare. What do we do? Our

Economy is going to collapse and we will all likely be homeless or

very close. I’m a single mom and need to know how I’m going to

keep my kids alive, fed, and safe. I am starting a garden this

weekend. There are vegetables you can start growing in the

fall/winter. We are truly terri�ed.

Collin, Thu 21 Nov 2024 at 21:12

Doomerism is giving up your power without a �ght.

It’s going to get bad but it’s important to remember, they have

hurdles to overcome to enact their agenda. Appointing unquali�ed

rapists for AG and Defense Secretary is psychological warfare

above all. It’s a �ex, intended to shock you.

We are still in the pre-game warmup; don’t let the scare tactics

get to you. We have an important job: to stymie their vision and

promote our own.

Cheryl Jones-Head, Thu 14 Nov 2024 at 08:56

Yup.

Reply

Cheryl Jones-Head, Thu 14 Nov 2024 at 08:52

It’s all happening. I didn’t think it would happen so IMMEDIATELY after he was

elected, but shit is going to be in place for him to rule with an iron �st on Day

1.

Reply

Anemone, Wed 22 Jan 2025 at 00:01

Update: it is literally happening, day one. Despite his claims that he knew

nothing of project 25, Trump signed an overwhelming 200 executive

orders today to push forth that very agenda. Anyone who knows their

history knows where this is leading.

Reply

Online Warrior, Sat 18 Jul 2020 at 15:33

The recent arrests in Portland by DHS and the Feds have a strong odor of fascism.

Reply

Didi, Tue 15 Feb 2022 at 20:19

Holding arsonists and criminals to account is not fascism. You have to have some rule

of law to have a civilized society.

Reply

Sami, Wed 14 Jul 2021 at 04:12

Poland here. I swear to god, our ruling party literally followed this list step by step. It’s scary…

Reply

Didi, Tue 15 Feb 2022 at 20:21

It is happening in the US the same way. As I read this I just started checking the boxes.

We are already there. Most people are just not awake enough to realize it. When they

start going after individuals in mass without qualm, then they will realize. By then it

will have long been too late.

Reply

Paul M., Thu 7 Nov 2024 at 14:35

It’s happening.

Reply

Cheryl Jones-Head, Thu 14 Nov 2024 at 08:54

You are absolutely, right. Everything will be ready for the Dictator on Day One.

Reply

Joe the once and future 'smith, Sun 17 Apr 2022 at 02:58

Yep it happened here too. Trump & Co. did exactly what Mussolini, Hitler, Orban etc did. They

just got tossed out before they could �nish destroying the republic. They have NOT stopped

trying, and they might very well win/steal the House and Senate in Nov 2020 and

elect/appoint Trump in 2024. At that point the Republic is dead.

My question is: will they create a Mussolini/ Putin/Orban style authoritarian regime, or full-

blown Third Reich rule by terror?

Reply

Kyle Cranford, Thu 22 Sep 2022 at 19:06

There is no doubt, in my mind anyway, that Trump would soon move to ruling by fear

rather than working to earn faith within the people. It is obvious his concerns are

sel�sh and future actions will be vengeful towards his rivals and critics. That will be

the beginning of what will soon be hell on earth for all. If he returns as President, our

nation, as we know ( or knew ) it is doomed.

Reply

Gretchen Robinson, Sun 10 Dec 2023 at 06:06

What has helped is knowledge of how dictators work to take over.

PBS in the US has 6 programs available called The Dictator’s Playbook.

One is on Hitler but the one I recommend is on Mussolini.

https://www.pbs.org/tpt/dictators-playbook/episodes/benito-mussolini/

And remember how Mussolini ended.

Reply

Sonal S, Mon 16 Dec 2024 at 06:31

Thank you for the recommendation of the PBS documentaries. It does seem that

there are several parallels between Trump and Mussolini.

Reply

Cheryl Jones-Head, Thu 14 Nov 2024 at 08:59

UPDATE: Trump has won everything — the White House, the Senate, the House, and he

will have complete control of SCOTUS. The “American Experiment” is done, and we

have ushered in an era of America under authoritarian rule. Trump won’t last his term,

but Commander JD Vance is waiting to step in.

Reply

Karla Pixler, Sat 23 Nov 2024 at 01:02

With the prospect of another Trump presidency I am doing all that I am able to

in order to make sure my family and I are safe. If that means leaving the

country, then we are working toward a smooth exit. That checklist is pretty

much entirely checked off at this point in American history and democracy is in

its �nal stages. I would rather resist from a safe distance where my family

doesn’t have to live in fear, abject poverty, or worse.

Reply

Katie, Thu 28 Nov 2024 at 00:02

Karla, may you share what is your exit plan what is on your checklist?

Thank you.

Reply

Gretchen Robinson, Sun 10 Dec 2023 at 06:02

My husband and I both studied nonviolence in theology school (we’re religious humanists). I

was glad to come across this. So many good people in the US are living in dread and I know

Trump’s goal is to demoralize the public and convince us that resistance is useless. Total

nonsense.

Nonviolent social action can and does work.

Reply

Envato, Fri 9 Feb 2024 at 18:54

This is similar to what is happening in Indonesia now, where President Joko Widodo is trying

to maintain his power by changing the law on the age limit for vice presidential candidates,

so that his children who do not meet the requirements can qualify for the vice presidential

nomination.

Reply

Philip Bowser, Sat 24 Feb 2024 at 20:30

I’ve seen reduced participation in public demonstrations in the USA over the last few years.

What are some other ways to “�ght”, especially for secure elections, independent media, etc.

I’ve been writing letters and making calls but that doesn’t seem very much like “�ghting.”

Reply

Maria, Sat 25 Jan 2025 at 07:51

Join the League of Women Voters. Join Mobilize. Join Sunrise Movement. All of these

are nationwide with local chapters and/or meetings. Meet with like minded people IRL

at libraries, parks, pubs. Utilizing public spaces helps keep those public spaces open to

the public. Join a Community Garden. Growing food is an act of resistance. Find

neighborhood groups on social media. Volunteer to plant trees, pull up invasive weeds,

and clean up rivers and lakes. Do good things; you’ll meet good people. Give to ACLU

and abortion rights groups to help fund their lawyers. Stopping authoritarian rule this

time is going to take a lot of court cases.

Reply

Bridget, Sun 3 Mar 2024 at 01:42

just found your site sitting and wondering what to do how to take action against the

unbelievable scenarios I see unraveling around the world, de�nitely time for more action!

while I still don’t see a clearly de�ned path for myself it’s really encouraging to �nd other’s

who are feeling it too and I’m sure this will lead to a direction for me, thanks

Reply

Carol, Tue 2 Jul 2024 at 16:10

After yesterday’s Scotus decision on Presidential immunity I am bracing for the worst. I

share your concerns immensely and �nd myself thinking…what can I do? Can I do

anything? It’s horribly frustrating…

Reply

Deb C., Sat 13 Jul 2024 at 06:19

Though I’m praying it doesn’t come to this, as a believer in risk management,

I’ve begun to wonder what, as a 71 year old retired widow, I should be doing to

prepare for a possible Trump win and authoritarian takeover. I’m sure they have

plans in place for the hammer to fall on day one and I want to be prepared.

Should I transfer my assets into my sons’ names? Just seeing that written down

makes me feel like I’m overreacting but I’m really scared.

Reply

Jay, Mon 1 Apr 2024 at 23:36

I fear it may be too late in the US to stop the Republicans from destroying the nation. The

dumbing down of Americans may be too far along to stop. It seems that the party of Trump

has started or completed a number of the steps listed above. Especially when it comes to the

Judicial side of the government, i,e. the lack of ethics in the Federal Supreme Court.

Reply

Ing Duinin, Tue 2 Jul 2024 at 03:20

The US Supreme Ct.’s immunity decision today has set us up for totalitarian rule. This is

terrifying.

Reply

Worried, Wed 3 Jul 2024 at 09:24

Anyone else here from after the corrupt US Supreme Court gave presidents absolute full

immunity from what they do in of�ce as of�cial acts. And bribes are legal. And women can’t

have abortions. This upcoming fourth might be our last true July 4. Scary stuff.

Reply

S Jordan, Wed 17 Jul 2024 at 02:23

Scared to death. The masses are blind to the threat. So much has already been torn down. I

fear we are not going to win this election.

Reply

Muhammad Johansyah, Mon 16 Sep 2024 at 23:29

1.Why do authoritarian regimes still have to be maintained and maintained in this modern

era ?

2in Indonesia 2024, Jokowi’s anti-democratic regime faces resistance from students, public

intellectuals…protracted demonstrations to overthrow Jokowi continue.

Reply

Jen, Wed 6 Nov 2024 at 18:10

…and here we are, November 6th, about to enter a new era in the United States. Everything

went down as expected.

I am so scared.

Reply

Adam H., Wed 6 Nov 2024 at 19:36

Alas, the U.S., warts and all, has begun its biggest fall yet. Thank you for these. #resistance

Reply

Tina Beelel, Wed 6 Nov 2024 at 19:55

Thank you, while we sit in tears.

Reply

Ash Cheevers, Wed 6 Nov 2024 at 23:14

Its a day after election in the United states and I feel an uneasy feeling. Something told me

to do research to prepare myself for the next 4 years and its crazy seeing people comment

from 2 years ago warning how trump will use these tactics and fear to get the vote…hedid

just that. Its crazy we are going through this but I do believe in the half the country that

voted for the right side of history. Hopefully the United States will not fall for this..Hopefully

I will grow old in my home country and be able to say we fought against this regime.

Reply

Lynn A., Fri 8 Nov 2024 at 11:47

I am �nding it hard to leave my small condo. I’m retired. Afraid I will start talking out

loud to �nd people who want to �ght this regime that will start in January but is

already in the forming stages. Is Indivisible the only group?

Reply

Molly McDougle, Thu 7 Nov 2024 at 05:39

Now every box is checked in the US

Reply

Wendy Krick, Thu 7 Nov 2024 at 15:03

I’m a 72 year old woman who is very frightened by the results of our last election. I don’t

have enough money to leave the country and I fear the last few years of my life will be

unconscionable. My husband and I are trying to make some kind of a survival plan now.

Thank you for helping with ideas.

Reply

A. Person, Thu 7 Nov 2024 at 17:55

It’s Nov 2024, and here we are post-election staring down the worst scenario we could’ve

imagined. He’s back. What is the �rst line of protection for our money and property we should

be doing? We are fortunate to have dual citizenship (Canada/US) … will we be able to move

out of the US or will they stop us at the border? It is HORRIFYING that we even have to think

about this. What other things should we be taking care of before January 20th?

Thank you!

A Concerned American

Reply

Susie, Thu 7 Nov 2024 at 21:11

God help us in the US

Reply

Yanna, Fri 8 Nov 2024 at 01:59

Step One: Get the fuck out. Pack up your shit and leave.

Reply

Max Rockatansky, Sat 9 Nov 2024 at 01:38

Unless you can’t. Or like most of us, you actually love this country and are willing to

�ght for it instead of just leaving.

Reply

Creative, Sun 10 Nov 2024 at 13:24

I wish I could. We saw this coming in 2015 and 1/2 the country did nothing! Now it’s

too late!

Reply

Nancy Jane Regar, Sat 9 Nov 2024 at 04:00

This is so important – thank you!

Reply

Lana Spence, Tue 12 Nov 2024 at 14:20

I, too searched and found this site due to fear of what is now happening. I’m wondering, will

our internet be disrupted? I don’t have the means to leave. How do I resist without being

arrested or worse? So many questions. I’m 62 and less apt to be hired. This is so frightening.

Reply

Wiley, Thu 14 Nov 2024 at 19:16

Okay. It’s too late to leave or �ght. I have no money. Does anybody know what to do? Tips for

survival? Please, I just want to live.

Reply

Arthur Holm, Fri 15 Nov 2024 at 01:17

This article is a hopeful argument in the face of disaster. I want to think about these and

share them with friends. I believe the best way to solve a crises is to have a small group of

supportive friends and share the burdens and occasional joys. I am old and will likely never

see the end of this, but that’s OK- history is long

Reply

Kathy Self Thompson, Mon 18 Nov 2024 at 20:15

I fear that the US is soon to be in this situation. I appreciate this guide. Thank you.

~Kathy Thompson, Kentucky, USA

Reply

The Ghost of Conan, Tue 19 Nov 2024 at 18:28

Too late for us. In Argentina, Javier Milei’s government checks most all the points.

And this is just the beginning, Milei closely follows what Trump-Musk do, so…

Reply

Jennifer D. Adams, Thu 12 Dec 2024 at 21:26

Given the current reality of the United States of America I take umbrage with, “Women and

minorities have to be ready to �ght the hardest – reminding the majority what true

democracy is about – and you must �ght together with them.”

No, we do not have to [continue to] �ght the hardest. We have been �ghting the hardest,

especially Black women, but you have not had our backs. 91% of us voted to save democracy.

Black people in the United States have been resisting authoritarian rule since 1619. We have

violently intimate knowledge of the devil on the wall. We are tired. It is your �ght now.

Reply

Melody, Tue 28 Jan 2025 at 11:53

I know George , my sons says the same… But we must continue to �ght, if we don’t , we

will die… I’m over 50, and I’m �ghting silently, stealthily, for my grandchildren, �ve of

them are girls… I’m tired too, and quite frankly , I’m terri�ed everyday, but we must try ,

there is no survival if we don’t…

Be well…

Reply

George Libby, Mon 13 Jan 2025 at 18:30

Excellent pocket book advice on dealing with autocracy, tyranny and, and kakistocracy .

Thank you.

Reply

Paula Jones, Mon 27 Jan 2025 at 17:53

It’s interesting that this travesty is coming to fruition just when most the WWII veterans have

passed. I wonder how the people who fought fascism and saw its evil face in Europe would

feel about the destruction of the American freedoms they sacri�ced so much to protect. Al

Gore, Hillary Clinton, and Kamala Harris would all been President had women, young people,

and people of color not been the victims of voter suppression in every election since at least

2000. Which is not to say that it hasn’t been happening before, especially for people of color.

Here we are in 2025, and as one who grew up in the 60s and 70s, so believed in the shining

promise of the 21st century. But THIS Medusa just keeps on growing new heads, so it will be

a longer battle to promote and nurture the best in human beings, and depose those who

would promote the worst. Sometimes creating a better future is a longer haul than we

expect.

Reply

Luke, Wed 29 Jan 2025 at 22:15

Reading comments spanning across years and sitting here today, in January 2025, and seeing

it all unfold exactly as we feared.

Only ten days into Trump’s second term:

– Federal funding freeze causes chaos, confusion and total shutdown in all areas of the govt.

– Illegal �rings of inspector generals and federal employees

– New federal employees must prove their loyalty to MAGA

– Transgender people banned from military service

– Across the board removal of any and all lgbt, racial minority, etc protections. Discrimination

based on sex, sexuality, race, and religion is now legalized.

– Pressure on private companies to enact the same policies. Leading corporations like

Amazon have caved, companies who refuse like Costco are threatened.

– Departure from WHO, shutdown of federal health organizations.

– An insane cabinet of sycophants

– This doesn’t even cover it all, and it’s been 10 days

This would be a very long comment to list citations of everything here, but researching these

facts is easy. Potustracker.us is a useful resource.

Reply

Frankie, Fri 31 Jan 2025 at 08:23

It’s like Trump is using this as a To Do List. Horrifying. I hate this timeline. Let’s go back to

2016 and give Bernie the nomination that he earned. Ugh. Imagine the beautiful world we’d

be living in rn if he was our president in 2016.

Reply
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